
School
Of
Education.

Staff support and supervision 
In Part I of the EdD a range of staff with
clear roles are available to support your
studies: 

• Students can consult with the programme
director at any time about their needs. 

• The Part I and Part II directors of studies
are available to support you in your studies. 

• Students in Part I will be allocated a 
personal tutor who will also provide 
academic guidance.

Towards the end of Part I of the programme,
as you begin to identify your thesis topic,
you will have discussions with the Part II
Director of Studies. These will lead to the
appointment of your thesis supervisor, 
a member of staff with expertise and 
experience in your chosen area of research.
Course members will maintain contact with
the University throughout the duration of
the course. This will be facilitated through
attendance at residential weekends in
Sheffield at key points during their course
of study, through e-mail, letter, telephone
and personal visits. 

Course Team 
The EdD in Language Learning and Teaching
is directed by Dr David Hyatt and Dr Terry
Lamb and Dr Mark Payne are team members.
The EdD team also includes, Professor Peter
Hannon and Professor Jackie Marsh, Professor
Gareth Parry, Professor Jerry Wellington, 
Dr Simon Warren, Dr Kate Pahl, and Dr Chris
Winter. All have established international
reputations in their respective areas. In
addition to the core team, other members
of the department contribute to the weekend
schools and also act as research supervisors.
At each weekend there is at least one guest
lecturer. Thus students get the opportunity
to meet and discuss educational issues with
a wide range of experts. 

Entry requirements 
Candidates should normally hold a good
Honours degree and a Masters degree in a
related area. All applicants are considered
on the basis of relevant qualifications and
experience. All applicants are asked to submit
a piece of academic/research based writing. 

What our students say: 
“Since starting the EdD programme I have
been appointed Director of Education for
an international educational charity. 
Being on the programme was definitely a
factor in advancing my career in this way.”
(Sue Rivers) 

“I heard about the EdD from a colleague and
it sounded just what I was looking for. I thor-
oughly enjoyed the first two years, receiving
input from the course team and learning
about the experiences of the other students. 
I felt we really developed a community of
practice that was beneficial to all. The second
part of the programme was very different
working with a supervisor to produce a 
thesis and coming together with the other
students 3 times a year to share progress.
The viva was also a great learning experience.
I can contrast this with colleagues at work
who are undertaking PhDs and they seem so
isolated and see it as a chore, whereas I saw
it as fun and developmental. Joining the EdD
was one of the best decisions I have ever
made.” (Jenny-Joy Matthews) 

Contact Details
For further details, please contact:

The Course Secretary
Jacquie Gillott – Programme Secretary
Degree of Doctor of Education
School of Education
The University of Sheffield
388 Glossop Road
Sheffield S10 2JA
United Kingdom

T: +44 (0)114 222 8096
F: +44 (0)114 279 6326
E: jacquie.gillott@sheffield.ac.uk
W: www.shef.ac.uk/education

The School of Education at Sheffield University has been ranked

as one of the UK’s top 5 research institutions having achieved a

rating of 5 in the latest Research Assessment Exercise. The EdD

in Language Learning and Teaching programme, which has ESRC

recognition, builds on and exploits the expertise of the School’s

staff in a structured course leading to doctoral level research.

Students on the Language Learning and Teaching strand of the

EdD programme are taught alongside other EdD students, but

have seminars and readings specific to their interests. 

The course is designed to meet the needs of professionals working in a wide range of 
language education and training related areas in the UK and overseas. It aims to provide
students with both a thorough grounding in the philosophy, principles and practice of 
educational research, and a critical understanding of key contemporary and global issues
affecting all types and sectors of English Language and modern language teaching.

Degree of 
Doctor of Education
(EdD) in Language
Learning and
Teaching
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The Sheffield EdD in Language Learning and
Teaching differs from traditional PhDs
(which are also offered within the School)
in the following key areas: 

• students take 6 taught modules, each of
which is assessed by a 6,000 word
assignment;

• all assignments can be oriented to
address issues and areas that are 
pertinent and directly relevant to 
students’ professional contexts and 
concerns, whatever these may be;

• students complete a 50,000 word thesis
on a topic of their choice; 

• the programme provides significant
opportunities for personal, professional
and institutional and organisational
development; 

• students meet and are tutored, supported
and supervised by a wide range of 
experienced staff who have international
reputations in their respective fields; 

• students join the programme and 
immediately become part of a supportive
learning community. The residential
aspect of the course encourages the
foundation of productive learning and
research relationships that often 
continue beyond graduation; 

• there is a thriving alumni organisation. 

Aims and objectives of course 
The main aim of the course is to offer a
structured programme that will develop
high standards of research that will be 
relevant to a range of professional and 
managerial careers. 

It is: a broad and flexible research-based
programme. 

It provides: a stimulating and challenging
learning experience through weekend 
residential courses, seminars and individual
and group supervision. 

It offers: high-quality research training and
career development to students with
diverse experiences. 

The programme is divided into Part 1, the
taught component, which most students
complete over 2 years. Students will attend
6 residential weekend schools over the 2
years. There are three schools each year
which tend to fall in late October, Mid
February and Mid May. Part 2 is the
research element, leading to the thesis. 
It is expected that students will take 2 
years to complete their research in Part 2.
Attendance at weekend schools in Part 2 
is optional, but students have regular 
supervision with tutors

Structure of the course

Part I 
Part I comprises six compulsory modules,
assessed by 6,000-word assignments, each
of which is taught at a weekend school.
Students on the EdD in Language Learning
and Teaching strand will be taught alongside
students on other EdD strands, will take
part in strand-specific seminars during
weekend schools and will be given readings
related to the ELT/MFL field. 

Research Modules 
Three modules provide a critical introduc-
tion to research in education. These are: 

ER1 – Educational Research: Issues and
Approaches 
This module provides a critical introduction
to educational research in the light of
recent and contemporary developments in
the field. It encourages critical reflection
about the field of educational research. 

ER2 – Processes of Educational Research 
This module follows on from ER 1 and takes
the topic of research ethics and morals a
stage further. Areas that will be considered
will include ‘researcher reflexivity’, ‘bias and
partisanship’, and research for social justice. 

ER3 – Designing, Managing and Writing
Up a Research Project 
This module is intended to prepare students
for undertaking their own research for 
their thesis. 

Substantive Modules 
Three modules examine key issues in 
education and training. During each module,
students will be introduced to topics relevant
to all phases of education, and in addition will
be offered focused readings and seminars
related to the ELT/MFL field. 

Contemporary Debates in Education 
This module examines and evaluates current
debates in education, drawing on a range of
research studies to explore the nature of

the major changes taking place in Britain
and internationally. 

Education, Culture and Society 
This module explores the social and cultural
dynamics of education. It discusses the
ways in which education has developed as a
set of social and cultural processes in the
context of a changing society. 

Contemporary Debates in Language
Learning and Teaching
This module explores different perspectives
on the relationship between research and
educational policy in relation to the teaching
and learning of language and considers how
research might meaningfully contribute to
current policy debates in educational contexts.
Contemporary language education theory
will be used to support critical examination
of these issues and students are asked to
reflect on their own professional and policy
contexts in relation to these debates. Key
areas include: converging and diverging
issues for ELT/MFL professionals in a range
of educational and geographical contexts;
exploring innovative practices within language
education, including learner autonomy, 
self access, distance learning, use of new
technologies, collaborative learning and
classroom based practice; critical debates
around methodology and pedagogy; the 
language planning, policy and diversity 
interface; and contemporary issues and
debates in interculturality, multilingualism/
plurilingualism, and their interrelationships
with curricula and assessment.

Part II – Research 
Students move on to Part II of the programme
when they have received a Pass grade for 
all 6 modules, one of which takes the form
of a research proposal. Part II takes the
form of a research thesis on an approved
topic, supervised by a member of the
School with relevant expertise and interests.
It should be a substantial contribution to
the knowledge and understanding of 
education, and will be examined through a
viva examination to ensure the highest
research standards. 
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